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SVIEI MILITARY OBITUARIES SINCE THE AFGHAN INTERVENTION 

EED 6 ?™^' 1 - 11 °!r the ° bltuarIcs Polished in the Soviet military newspaper 
RED STAR during the period December 1979 - Msv t qen y paper 

can be ascribed to c m bat-related caLILef ““ 

S nltr SJ2SS Ihe 2S* 

*? these 

=£HS.*£ L " P^TmSor 

PUBLICATION practices 

P? ST f? StU ? y showed that the Soviet obituary format effectively 
precludes the release of significant information on military locals: 

it sometimes PtintrboJ^a^nef obitiL^fuf irSportL^SfLe“or“ 8h 

£ 2 -- 

vention in Afghanistan. Hence the number of death notices Duhl -i oW 
cannot be taken as an indication of the number of deaths PUbllShed 

tctive U du^y! ee ‘ fOUrthS ° £ the ° bltuaries ara tor officers no longer on 

more'Se^rhe 63 rankiS^f f icers^would^e 

Sik-month XrVZTTL military ^ 

obituaries were for officers below the rank of general or admiral 


Obituaries never give the place or date of death. 


aut^ e ti^ c ~ ^r udln8 

^: h ^irreof 

the obituaries since the intervention have specified that the death 
occurred during the performance of military service duties 

The table on the following pages summarizes information derived from an 

“ <t itUaries Published during the periods Declber 
iy7a - May 1979 and December 1979 - May 1980. £ r 
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COMPARATIVE REVIEW 


Reserve 


Retired 


Civilians 



1979 

1980 

1979 

1980 

1979 

1980 

1979 

4980 

1979 

1980 

December 

27 

25 

6 

3 

1 

2 

18 

18 

2 

2 

January 

25 

23 

6 

7 

1 

0 

18 

16 

0 

0 

February 

17 

25 

8 

8 

4 

2 

5 

14 

0 

1 

March 

21 

26 

3 

8 

2 

5 

15 

12 

1 

1 

April 

24 

25 

5 

6 

3 

1 

15 

17 

1 

1 


21 

21 

5 

2 

4 

4 

12 

14 

0 

1 

TOTALS 

135 

145 

33 

34 

15 

14 

83 

91 

4 

6 


NOTE — The time periods for each pair of columns are 
December 1978 - May 1979 and December 1979 - May 1980. 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/20 : CIA-RDP96R01 136R002605290009-7 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/20 : CIA-RDP96R01 136R002605290009-7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY IT BIS SOCIAL MEMORANDUM 

3 JULY 1980 

- 3 - 


OF PUBLISHED OBITUARIES 


Sudden 


On Duty- 
Sudden 


Tragic 


On Duty 
Tragic 


Untimely 


1979 1980 1979 1980 1979. 1980 1979 1980 1979 1980 


0 0 


0 0 


0 0 


13 13 


Died while performing service duties 

(RED STAR, 12 February 1980, p. 4) Col. SPIRIN, A.F., chief 
of an R&D laboratory, Kubyshev Military Engineering Academy 

b. (RED STAR, 14 March 1980, p. 3) Lt. Gen. KOSTENKO, N.I., chief 
° t * le Political Directorate and member of the Military Council 
of the North Caucasus Military District 

c. (RED STAR, 2 April 1980, p. 4) Col. LEBEDEV, Yu.N. , senior 
inspector in the Ministry of Defense 

d. (RED STAR, 11 May 1979, p. 4) Engr. Col. VALUYEV, A. I., no 
affiliation given 
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